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WEBSITES. 1) Ccclib.org (Contra Costa County Library system.) You can use Heritage Quest for free
from the library’s list of data bases if you have a library card. You can sign up online for a card.

2) chroniclingamerica.loc.gov (Library of Congress.) Full-text newspapers. 3) memory.loc.gov (Library
of Congress.) Maps, among other things. 4) www.familysearch.org. LDS site. Click on search, then on
records for databases, or on wiki for articles. 5) www.usgenweb.org. Choose a state, then a county.
Volunteers in each county provide a variety of information such as biographies, cemetery lists, maps,
etc. 6)_rootsweb.ancestry.com A variety of databases. 7) rootsweb.ancestry.com/~canwgw. Canada
genweb, divided by provinces. 8) www.genealogytrails.com Similar to 5 above, but with more nation-
wide entries. 9) Wikipedia en.wikipedia.org. 10) gendisasters.com. Newspaper stories of various
disasters, most with names of those injured or killed.

MAPS. County atlases; online map sources (See 3, 5, 7 above.) www.censusfinder.com Click on county
maps, then on state. Scroll down from the current state-wide map to find links to individual county
maps. Heritage Quest (free with library card, see 1 above). Click on maps, then on state. Maps for each
census year will show the counties for a census year (in black) overlaid on current counties (in white.)
These are taken from William Thorndale and William Dollarhide’s Map Guide to the U.S Federal
Censuses, 1790-1920. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing, 1987.

US CENSUS. Free at 4 above. See 1 above for free access to Heritage Quest. Free at
www.censusdiggins.com, which has limited US census, but has some state censuses and many other
databases. Subscription sites www.ancestry.com and www.heritagequest.com are both available for
free at Family History Centers. U.S. Returns from Military Posts, 1806-1916 are census equivalents for
military posts. They are available at Ancestry.

CENSUS PROBLEMS. Some reasons you can’t find your person in the census: search terms provide too
much information; incorrect county/city or birth country/state; incorrect racial category; various
spellings of names; person was in the military or an institution (prison, hospital, etc.)
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